
WAC 388-875-0020  Definitions.  "Administration" means the behav-
ioral health administration, department of social and health services.

"Department" means the state department of social and health 
services.

"Director" means the director of the office of forensic mental 
health services.

"Evaluation" means the initial procedure when a court requests 
the department to provide an opinion if a person charged with a crime 
is competent to stand trial or, if indicated and appropriate, if the 
person was suffering under a mental disease or defect excluding re-
sponsibility at the time of the commission of the crime.

"Indigent" means any person who is financially unable to obtain 
counsel or other necessary expert or professional services without 
causing substantial hardship to the person or his or her family.

"Office" means the office of forensic mental health services, de-
partment of social and health services.

"Professional person" means:
(1) A psychiatrist. This is defined as a person having a license 

as a physician and surgeon in this state, who has in addition, comple-
ted three years of graduate training in psychiatry in a program ap-
proved by the American Medical Association or the American Osteopathic 
Association and who is certified or is eligible to be certified by the 
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology or the American Osteopathic 
Board of Neurology and Psychiatry.

(2) A psychologist. This is defined as a person who has been li-
censed as a psychologist under chapter 18.83 RCW.

(3) A social worker. This is defined as a person with a master's 
or further advanced degree from an accredited school of social work 
educational program accredited and approved under RCW 18.320.010.

"Secretary" means the secretary of the department of social and 
health services or his or her designee.

"Superintendent" means the person responsible for the functioning 
of a treatment facility.

"Treatment" means any currently standardized medical or mental 
health procedure including medication.

"Treatment facility" means any facility operated or approved by 
the department of social and health services that provides services 
for the criminally insane or persons receiving competency services. 
This definition does not include any state correctional institution or 
facility.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 10.77 RCW, RCW 72.01.090, 70.02.290, 
70.02.340, 71.05.560, 71.24.035 (5)(c), and 71.34.380. WSR 19-11-055, 
§ 388-875-0020, filed 5/13/19, effective 6/13/19. Statutory Authority: 
Chapter 10.77 RCW. WSR 01-01-008, amended and recodified as § 
388-875-0020, filed 12/6/00, effective 1/6/01. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 72.01.090. WSR 79-03-038 (Order 1373), § 275-59-020, filed 3/1/79; 
Order 846, § 275-59-020, filed 8/9/73.]
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